
Welcome to Kindergarten! 
A. B. Dixon Elementary - 2011/2012 

Mme J. Robinson – Division 15 
mmerobinson@gmail.com or jrobinson@sd38.bc.ca  

 

About Me 
My name is Jamie Robinson, and I will be teaching your child this year in 

Kindergarten.  This will be my sixth year of teaching.  I started my teaching 
career in the Delta School District where I taught for 2 years. I then taught 
for 3 years in Richmond, at Dixon Elementary and at Mitchell Elementary.  My 
teaching experience is in French Immersion from grades 1 to 4.  Last year I 
was on maternity leave as my husband and I welcomed our little girl Maelle 
into our lives last August.  I am extremely happy to be returning to Dixon this 
year, and I’m looking forward to an exciting year ahead.   

Here are some expectations, tips, and hints for you and your child that 
will help ensure a positive experience throughout the school year.  

If you have questions or concerns about your child throughout the 
school year, don’t hesitate to contact me to make an appointment to meet.  
These conversations, however, are not suitable before, during or after school 
because these are very busy times and I won’t be able to give you my full 
attention to discuss these matters.  If you need to inform me about a doctor’s 
appointment, or any other routine things, please write me a note and have your 
child give it to me in the morning or send me an e-mail to let me know. 

This year, I am excited to be launching a classroom blog for Division 15.  
The web address to the website is: 

http://laclassedemmerobinson.wordpress.com 
There is a lot to see and do there!  Please see the attached letter for more 
information about the blog.  
 
Morning Routines and Expectations 
In Kindergarten your child is ready to take on more responsibility in caring for 
his/her belongings.  My goal is for every child to come into the classroom 
independently, carrying his or her own backpack.  The first few weeks of 
school, you may want to accompany your child to the classroom door.  Your 
child will soon get in the habit of hanging up his/her backpack.  After hanging 
up his/her backpack, I expect your child to put his/her library books or other 
items in their appropriate places.   

As you are probably aware, at Dixon, we start school at 8:52 a.m.  I 
recommend dropping off your child between 8:30 a.m. (the earliest students 
are allowed in their classrooms) and 8:45 a.m. to give them enough time to put 
away their things and be ready for when school begins.  I would greatly 
appreciate it if your child arrives to school on time and ready to learn.   



When students arrive late to class this has a negative impact on the 
entire class.  The class’ attention shifts from our morning activities to the 
arriving student and we have to re-focus as a class.  I understand there are 
times when being late is unavoidable but please do your best to have your child 
arrive to school on time to avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Thank you in 
advance. 
 
Snack Time/Recess 
For the first several weeks of school the kindergarteners will eat their recess 
snacks in the classroom during the school’s regular recess time.  After snack 
time, the kindergarten students will have a supervised “kindergarten only” 
playtime at the park between 10:45-11:00 a.m.  I will supervise the children in 
the classroom while they eat their snacks as well as outside while they play at 
the park for the first few weeks of school.  Later in the school year, students 
will join the rest of the school during the regular recess break to play outside. 
Please pack a small healthy snack for your child.  Please take the time to 
explain to your child what food is for snack and what is for lunch.  I will 
reiterate this at school.  When packing snacks for your child, please try to 
pack food items that are easy to open.  Take time at home to practice opening 
plastic containers that could pose a challenge.   
 
Lunch Time 
When packing your child’s lunch, please remember to provide the necessary 
utensils (spoons, forks etc.). Also, your child will not have access to a 
microwave to heat up lunches. Using a thermos is a great way to keep lunches 
warm.  Also, I would encourage you to provide your child with a refillable 
plastic water bottle (with a straw or drinking cap and not a screw top) labeled 
with your child’s name instead of juice boxes.  Juice boxes leave sticky messes 
on tables and often spill in the cloakroom.  Also, your child will be able to take 
his/her water bottle to gym as well as the park and will help them stay 
hydrated throughout the day.  Please do not stay for the duration of the 
lunchtime to eat with your child.  Should you wish to have lunch with your 
child, please consider taking him/her home. Please note that because of 
possible food allergies, I have a “no sharing food” policy in the classroom.   
 
Lunch Time Supervision 
For the first few weeks of school, I will be eating lunch with the students in 
the classroom.  After the students are used to the routine and understand 
lunchtime expectations they will be left to eat their lunches in the classroom.  
We have three noon-hour supervisors who circulate around the classes during 
this time.  We will also have a few older Dixon students, who are part of the 
PALS program, eat lunch with the Kindergarten students.  After students are 
done eating they will go outside to play.  The lunch hour supervisors are easily 



identifiable and able to help students with any issues they may have while 
playing outside.    
 
After School Pick-Up 
I will be dismissing students from the back door of the classroom at 2:45 p.m.  
Please alert me of any specific pick-up instructions by filling out and returning 
the form found at the end of this letter.  Also, please be prompt in picking up 
your child as I often have meetings scheduled immediately after school.  If 
you are late picking up your child, check first for your child in the classroom, 
and then, if they are not there, check at the school office.  If you can alert 
the office you will be a few minutes late, please do so to avoid any undue 
stress placed on your child.  It can be an unnerving experience when no one 
shows up to pick you up.    
 
Other Details: 

Kleenex boxes: Please send to school 2 Kleenex boxes for the class’ use 
throughout the year.   
 
Extra set of clothing: Please send an extra set of clothing for your 
child including underwear, shirt, pants, and socks to keep at school.  
Please put them in a bag labeled with your child’s name.  Accidents 
happen! 
 
Birthdays: If you would like to send a treat to school for your child’s 
birthday, please send a small, individualized treat.  For example, consider 
sending cupcakes, Rice Krispie squares or other baked squares to school 
for your child’s special day. Please be mindful of allergies and make sure 
treats do not contain nuts or peanuts.  Please do not send an entire 
cake. 

  
Illness: If your child is ill, please keep him/her at home. If your child will 
be absent please call Early Warning at 604-668-6613 and leave a 
message.  If you will be anticipating the absence, you can let me know in 
advance and I will inform the office. Also, as part of preventing illness, 
please teach and stress the importance of proper hand washing technique 
at home. 
 

 Shoelaces: Please take the time at home to teach your child how to 
properly tie his/her shoelaces or consider shoes with velcro as an 
alternative. 

 
 Toys: Please talk to your child about keeping his/her toys (including 

electronic devices) at home.  I have a classroom policy that toys from 



home are not to be brought to school.  If there is a special circumstance 
(your child goes to daycare and plays with his/her toys there, for 
example) we can arrange something on an individual basis.  

 
 Appropriate footwear/clothing: Your child will be participating in daily 

physical activity.  Please ensure you child wears appropriate footwear and 
comfortable clothing to school.   

 
Backpacks: As we are trying to build independence, please send a 
backpack with your child everyday.  The backpack should be big enough to 
carry any notices, library books, and schoolwork. (Please encourage your 
child to take responsibility for their backpack by keeping it in good 
condition, removing any unnecessary items, and wearing it themselves!) 
 

 Library Books: Once a week, we will be visiting the school library to 
borrow new books.  Please remind your child to put his/her library books 
in his/her backpack the night before our library day.  At home, you may 
consider making a weekly school schedule to help your child remember 
important days of the week, like library and gym days. 

 
 Class and School Newsletters: Please make sure you read any class or 

school newsletters that come home.  These newsletters contain 
important information about school activities and important dates to 
remember.  Copies of classroom newsletters will be available on our class 
blog.  The school newsletters can be found on the School’s website at 
http://dixon.sd38.bc.ca.  All notices will come home in a plastic zipper 
envelope.  Please empty and then return those envelopes the very next 
day.  Also, any permission forms, food day orders etc. can (but do not 
have to) be returned in the plastic envelope. 

 
 Food Days and Field Trips Money: Please make every effort to pay for 

food days and field trips using exact change or a cheque.   
 

 Basic School Supplies: Your child will be provided with basic school 
supplies including glue sticks, scissors, note books, pencils, ruler, pencil 
crayons, wax crayons and felts.  There is a fee to purchase these 
materials; this also includes a special cooking fee.  We’d also like students 
to purchase a Dixon Dragon baseball cap to be worn at recess.  This 
identifies the kindergarteners as our youngest students who may require 
some extra assistance from duty staff.  More info to follow. 

 
Assemblies: Throughout the year, there will be numerous assemblies.  
We generally have at least one assembly a month. Assemblies will usually 



be on Fridays and will often be held first thing in the morning or first 
thing after lunch.  The Remembrance day assembly will be held on 
November 10th at 10:45 a.m.  Assemblies are usually 45 minutes long and 
they are an important opportunity for Kindergarten students to develop 
their audience skills, learn to sing O Canada (in English and in French) and 
to celebrate the achievements of others.  When it’s our turn to present 
you will be notified.  Please note that parents are always welcome to 
attend.   

 
Homework Expectations 
In Kindergarten, I don’t expect students to be doing nightly homework and I 
will not be assigning specific homework activities at this point in the school 
year; however, if you feel like your child is ready to do some extra practice at 
home, here are some tips to get started. 
 

 Start small: Have your child complete practice activities only a few 
times a week and not every day of the week.  If your child attends an 
after school organized activity, don’t do any additional school practice 
work on those days.   

 Keep the time frame short:  Young children can find it hard to 
concentrate for extended periods of time.  Keep practice times to only 
10 minutes at a time.   

 Vary the activity: Give your child lots of different types of activities 
to complete.  For example, don’t practice letters every time.  Add 
variety by changing tasks frequently.  For a list of ideas see below.  

 
Things to practice: 

o Printing full name 

o Printing uppercase letters (encourage proper letter formation) 

o Printing lowercase letters (encourage proper letter formation) 

o Writing numbers 0-10 

o Writing phone number 

o Writing simple French words 

o Drawing/colouring pictures 

o Cutting and Gluing: Your child can cut out pictures from a magazine or 
flyer and glue them on a paper.  Make groups and categorize them in 
some way.  Find the French word for the pictures and label them 
accordingly.  Start with basic French vocabulary (numbers and colours). 

o Play a math game using dice or playing cards 



o Practice reading simple French poems/chants/songs found on the class 
blog 

 
Most important of all, homework or practice work should be a positive 
experience and never a punishment! 
 

Reading With Your Child 
 

Reading with your child is probably the most important thing you can do with 
your child that will positively impact their learning. 
 
You may be thinking “How can I read with my child?  I don’t know any French.” 
Even if you don’t know any French, you can still model reading strategies when 
you read to your child in English or any other language! 
 
When you read with your child you can model the following reading strategies, 
which they will use later on when learning to read in French: 

 Look at the cover of the book and make some predictions about the 
reading 

 Model tracking with your finger (pointing to the text as you read it) 
 Model sounding out difficult words (the first letter sound and so on) 
 Look at the illustrations for clues when deciphering more difficult 

words  
 During reading, direct your child to look carefully at the pictures, ask 

them what they think is going on, how characters might be feeling, have 
they ever seen or had something like that, or have they had a similar 
experience 

 Focus on comprehension. At the end of the story ask your child a couple 
simple questions about what they read. For example, who were the 
characters? What happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story? What was the problem? What was the solution? Did you like the 
story? Why or why not? 

 Read, read, and read some more! Numerous studies have proven the 
positive intellectual and cognitive impact of reading to young children 

 Learning to read takes a lot of mental effort, even more so when 
learning to read in another language. Read just for fun too! 

 Reading in English (or your child’s first language) should be happening 
every day.  Try one story a day. 

 If you need more books at home, visit the local library or visit our 
school library to borrow books to read with your child at home.   

 



One final note, on our regular library days, your child will be encouraged to 
choose one English and one French book from our school library.  For the 
first few months of school, students will borrow only one book from the 
Library.  Do not expect your child to be able to read the French book they 
take from the library.  The majority are too difficult for beginning French 
readers.  Instead, look at the pictures with your child while talking about 
the book.  Make predictions together and try to guess what is going on.  
While looking at the pictures, have your child look for anything they might 
know the French word for (colours, animals, numbers etc.).  Reading should 
always be an enjoyable experience to share with someone, not a stressful 
one.   
 
Meet the Teacher Night 
Due to teacher job action, there will be no meet the teacher night. 
 
Help me get to know your child... 
As I plan and deliver instruction, it is crucial that I know the learners in my 
classroom along with their individual needs, interests, strengths and 
challenges. These next few weeks I will be making every effort to get to 
know your child. Please help me in this process by filling out the following 
questionnaire.  If you’d rather fill out an online version of the survey, 
you can access it through the class blog. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Mme Robinson 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Please	  help	  me	  get	  to	  know	  your	  child	  …	  
	  
As	  your	  child’s	  teacher,	  I’d	  like	  this	  school	  year	  to	  be	  a	  positive	  and	  rewarding	  experience.	  
That’s	  why	  I’m	  asking	  for	  your	  help.	  I’ve	  found	  that	  the	  more	  I	  know	  about	  my	  students,	  the	  
easier	  it	  is	  for	  me	  to	  help	  meet	  their	  needs.	  For	  that	  reason,	  I	  would	  appreciate	  it	  if	  you	  would	  
take	  time	  to	  answer	  the	  questions	  below.	  Of	  course,	  this	  is	  completely	  voluntary.	  If	  you	  don’t	  
feel	  comfortable	  answering	  a	  question,	  simply	  skip	  it.	  Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  your	  time.	  
Please	  return	  this	  form	  to	  me.	  
	  
Child’s	  Name:	  _________________________	  
	  
Names	  of	  parent(s)	  or	  guardian(s):	  _____________________________________________________	  
	  
Please	  list	  all	  the	  adults	  living	  in	  your	  household:	  
Name	  	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Relationship	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   ___________________	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   ___________________	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   ___________________	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   ___________________	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   ___________________	  
	  
	  
Please	  list	  all	  the	  children	  in	  the	  family,	  along	  with	  their	  ages	  and	  gender:	  
Name	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Age	  	   	   Gender	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   	   ________	   	   _______	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   	   ________	   	   _______	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   	   ________	   	   _______	  
	  
_______________________________________	   	   	   	   	   ________	   	   _______	  
	  
Does	  your	  child	  speak	  or	  understand	  a	  language	  other	  than	  English?	  
If	  so,	  what	  language?	  
	  
	  
What	  is	  your	  child’s	  first	  language?	  
	  
	  
Did	  your	  child	  attend	  a	  StrongStart	  Centre,	  Preschool	  or	  Daycare?	  	  If	  so,	  which	  one(s)?	  
	  
	  
	  
Does	  your	  child	  participate	  in	  any	  organized	  community	  programs?	  If	  yes,	  which	  one(s)?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



What	  are	  your	  child's	  major	  interests?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
What	  are	  your	  child’s	  major	  strengths?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Describe	  your	  child’s	  feelings	  about	  school:	  
	  
	  
	  
How	  does	  your	  child	  get	  along	  with	  other	  children?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Does	  your	  child	  have	  any	  problems	  with	  learning?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Please	  describe	  recent	  family	  events	  or	  changes	  (e.g.,	  death,	  divorce,	  new	  siblings,	  moving):	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
How	  does	  your	  child	  learn	  best?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Are	  there	  any	  health	  concerns	  that	  I	  should	  be	  aware	  of?	  If	  yes,	  which	  ones?	  
	  
	  
	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  become	  involved	  in	  the	  classroom?	  	  Are	  you	  interested	  in	  helping	  in	  any	  
particular	  area?	  

o parent	  driver	  for	  field	  trips	  
o making	  playdough	  (I'll	  provide	  the	  recipe)	  
o reading	  with	  students	  (must	  have	  basic	  knowledge	  of	  French	  language)	  
o cutting	  out	  things	  for	  craft/activities	  
o filing	  student	  work	  alphabetically	  
o gluing	  student	  work	  in	  portfolios	  
o covering	  student	  workbooks	  (I	  can	  show	  you	  how!)	  
o providing	  treats	  for	  special	  occasions	  
o putting	  up	  bulletin	  board	  displays	  



o washing	  paint	  pots	  
o collecting	  money	  for	  field	  trips	  
o other…	  _________________________________________	  

	  
Do	  you	  have	  any	  additional	  comments	  or	  questions?	  If	  yes,	  please	  add	  them	  below.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
These	  questions	  were	  answered	  by	  ________________________________	  	  	  Date:	  ____________________	  
Thanks	  for	  your	  help!	  
 
 
Please fill out and return to Mme Robinson as soon as possible! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------- 

After School Pick-Up 
 

Child’s name: ________________________ 
 My child will be picked up after school by _____________________ 
 My child attends after school care (________________________) and 

is picked up by an after school care worker 
 Other: _______________________________________________ 

 
Parent or guardian signature: ____________________________________ 


